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the following independent republics had come into being:
Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia (= New Granada and Venez-
uela), Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Paraguay and Rio de la Plata
or Buenos Ayres.
Not less prompt and decisive was Canning's action in
regard to Portugal.   There, as in Spain, the reactionary
party, led by Dom Miguel, looked for support
to France, the liberal party to Great Britain.
At the request of the latter a British squadron was sent to
the Tagus ' to confirm in the eyes of the Portuguese nation
the strict intimacy and goodwill subsisting between the two
Crowns'.   This gave Dom Miguel an excuse, and early in
1824 he effected a coup d'itat and virtually superseded his
father, John VL   The latter escaped on board an English
man-of-war, and managed to reassert his authority.   In
1825  Canning routed Dom Miguel and his French friends,
and at the same time effected a final settlement of the long-
standing difficulty between Portugal and Brazil.   John VI
was induced to recognize the independence of Brazil under
the sovereignty of his son Dom Pedro, though retaining the
imperial title for his lifetime.   But in 1826 John VI died.
Once more factions broke out in Portugal;   Spain and
France were keen to interfere on behalf of the reactionaries,
but they were stopped by the prompt action of Canning,
and, thanks to him, the liberal Constitution was saved.
But decisive as was the influence of Canning in Western
Europe it was exerted with even more important results
in the East. To that quarter the attention of the Powers
had been turned since 1821 with ever-increasing anxiety;
for the Greek Revolt had opened a new chapter in European
history.1
1 In this and the following chapter I have made free use of a
previous work of my own: George Canning and his Times (Murray,
1903).